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working through difficult issues surrounding
comprehensive immigration. And the idea is
very simple here. We’re going to leverage cut-
ting-edge technology to reduce the unnecessary
paperwork, backlogs, and the lack of transpar-
ency that’s caused so many people so much
heartache.

Now, we all know that comprehensive immi-
gration reform is difficult. We know it’s a sensi-
tive and politically volatile issue. One of the
things that was said around the table is the
American people still don’t have enough confi-
dence that Congress and any administration is
going to get serious about border security. And
so they’re concerned that any immigration re-
form simply will be a short-term legalization of
undocumented workers with no long-term solu-
tion with respect to future flows of illegal immi-
gration.

What’s also been acknowledged is that the 12
million or so undocumented workers are here,
who are not paying taxes in the ways that we’d
like them to be paying taxes, who are living in
the shadows, that that is a group that we have to
deal with in a practical, common-sense way.
Now, I think the American people are ready for
us to do so. But it’s going to require some heavy
lifting. It’s going to require a victory of practi-

cality and common sense and good policymak-
ing over short-term politics. That’s what I’m
committed to doing as President.

I want to especially commend John McCain,
who’s with me here today, because along with
folks like Lindsey Graham, he has already paid
a significant political cost for doing the right
thing. I stand with him; I stand with Nydia
Velazquez and others who have taken leader-
ship on this issue. I am confident that if we en-
ter into this with the notion that this is a nation
of laws that have to be observed and this is a na-
tion of immigrants, then we’re going to create a
stronger nation for our children and our grand-
children.

So thank you all for participating. I’m looking
forward to us getting busy and getting to work.
All right? Thank you. Oh, and by the way, I
hope everybody has got their Hawaiian shirts
and their muumuus for our luau tonight.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:17 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to White House Chief In-
formation Officer Vivek Kundra; White House
Chief Performance Officer Jeffrey D. Zients;
and White House Chief Technology Officer
Aneesh Chopra.

Statement on the National Endowment for Democracy’s 2009 Democracy
Award Recipients
June 25, 2009

I would like to take this opportunity to ac-
knowledge and commend the National Endow-
ment for Democracy’s 2009 Democracy Award
recipients Jorge Luis Garcia Perez, Jose Daniel
Ferrer Garcia, Librado Linares, Ivan Hernan-
dez Carrillo, and Iris Tamara Perez Aguilera
and all the brave men and women who are
standing up for the right of the Cuban people to
freely determine their country’s future. Like

too many of their fellow citizens, four of these
individuals have been unjustly jailed for defend-
ing the basic freedoms we all hold dear in the
Americas. It is my sincere hope that all political
prisoners who remain jailed, including three of
today’s award recipients, will be unconditionally
released and allowed to fully participate in a
democratic future in Cuba.

Remarks at the Congressional Luau
June 25, 2009

Aloha. It is wonderful to see you all. I am not
going to make a long speech. I just want to say

to all the Members of Congress, you’ve been
working hard. I wish I could give you all trips to
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Hawaii, but I figured since—given our budget
crunch we can’t do that, that we’d at least
bring Hawaii to you. 

And I want to thank our wonderful enter-
tainers, Tihati. Thank you very much. I want to
thank all the chefs who prepared the outstand-
ing food, especially Alan Wong, a friend from
Hawaii, does a great job. I want to—in case
you don’t know, this is Malia Obama, Sasha
Obama, Michelle Obama, and the star of the
family, Bo Obama.

I hope you guys have a wonderful time. En-
joy. Feel free to just roam around here. And
thank you again, Members of Congress, for
the unbelievable work that you’re doing for
the American people each and every day. I ap-
preciate you. Thank you, guys. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:05 p.m. on
the South Lawn at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to entertainers Tihati; and
chef Alan Wong. The transcript released by
the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of Vice President Joe Biden.

Statement on Signing the Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2009
June 24, 2009

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2346, the
“Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2009.”
This Act provides the necessary resources for
our troops while supporting ongoing diplomat-
ic and development efforts around the world. 

We face a security situation abroad that de-
mands urgent attention. The Taliban is resur-
gent and al Qaeda is increasing its attacks from
its safe haven along the Afghanistan-Pakistan
border. The funding provided in this Act will
ensure that the full force of the United States
is engaged in an overall effort to defeat al Qae-
da and uproot this safe haven. 

At the same time, funding contained in this
Act will provide resources to help create polit-
ical and economic stability in post-conflict ar-
eas. These funds will assist Afghans and Iraqis
in protecting and sustaining their infrastruc-
ture and building their capacity for more re-
sponsive and transparent governance. The Act
also provides critical support for continued
U.S. diplomatic and development activity in
Iraq, Afghanistan, and Pakistan. 

In addition, this Act includes funding for
other domestic and international issues, in-
cluding nearly $8 billion to enhance our Na-
tion’s capability to respond to the potential
spread of the H1N1 flu outbreak. It also ex-
pands the resources available to the Interna-

tional Monetary Fund (IMF) by allowing it to
boost its lending ability. Many developing
countries are experiencing severe economic
decline and a massive withdrawal of capital,
and the IMF needs to make sure it has the re-
sources necessary to effectively respond to the
current financial crisis. 

However, provisions of this bill within sec-
tions 1110 to 1112 of title XI, and sections
1403 and 1404 of title XIV, would interfere
with my constitutional authority to conduct
foreign relations by directing the Executive to
take certain positions in negotiations or discus-
sions with international organizations and for-
eign governments, or by requiring consulta-
tion with the Congress prior to such negotia-
tions or discussions. I will not treat these pro-
visions as limiting my ability to engage in
foreign diplomacy or negotiations. 

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
June 24, 2009.

NOTE: H.R. 2346, approved June 24, was as-
signed Public Law No. 111–32. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secre-
tary on June 26.
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